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Minutes 
Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council 

City of Chattahoochee Hills, Georgia  
July 7, 2020 / 6:00 p.m. 

 
Call to Order 

Mayor Reed called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.  Councilmembers in attendance 
were Ruby Foster, Richard Schmidt, Laurie Searle, and Alan Merrill. Troy Bettis was 
absent.  Also present was City Attorney Rick Lindsey.  The meeting was held via 
videoconference/teleconference. 

 
Review and Approval of Agenda 

Mayor Reed called for a motion to amend the agenda as follows: 
1. Move Item No. 20-018, Approval of an Ordinance to amend and revise Chapter 2, 

Article I, Administration Ordinance, to add a Provision providing for Teleconference 
Meetings for Councilmembers and Commission Members to attend via Teleconference, 
and for Other Purposes, to immediately after agenda approval.  

2. Add Item No. 20-022, a presentation by Lynn Merrill and a Resolution accepting a 
donation for Chattahoochee Hills citizens for the purchase of a Stryker Lucas Chest 
Compression System in the amount of $19,580.60, immediately following Item No. 20-
018. 

Councilmember Merrill made a motion to approve the agenda as amended.  
Councilmember Foster seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 
New Business Items 

1. Item 20-018:  Approval of an Ordinance to amend and revise Chapter 2, Article I, 
Administration Ordinance, to add a Provision providing for Teleconference Meetings 
for Councilmembers and Commission Members to attend via Teleconference, and for 
Other Purposes. 

City Attorney Rick Lindsey presented the item.  The ordinance mirrors state law. Other than 
in emergency conditions or written notice from a health professional, members shall be 
limited to attending meetings via teleconference to two times per calendar year.  
 
Mayor Reed called for a motion on Item No. 20-018.  Councilmember Merrill made a 
motion to approve Item No. 20-018.  Councilmember Foster seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
2. Item 20-022:  Presentation by Lynn Merrill and a Resolution accepting a donation from 

Chattahoochee Hills citizens for the purchase of a Stryker Lucas Chest Compression 
System in the amount of $19,580.60. 

Lynn Merrill presented a check to be used to purchase a chest compression device for the 
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 Chattahoochee Hills Fire Department.  Forty-one donors led by the Serenbe Community 
Care Network raised the funds to purchase the device.    
 
Fire Chief Greg Brett said this is a gift for everyone and is an example of those in our 
community giving back to the community. 
 
City Manager Robbie Rokovitz read the resolution. 
 
Mayor Reed called for a motion on Item No. 20-022.  Councilmember Searle made a 
motion to approve Item No. 20-022.  Councilmember Schmidt seconded.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
1. Minutes of the Regular Meeting of June 2, 2020 
2. Minutes of the Special Called Meeting of June 11, 2020 

Councilmember Schmidt made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting 
of June 2, 2020 and the Special Called Meeting of June 11, 2020. Councilmember Merrill 
seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Presentations/Proclamations 
There were no presentations/proclamations. 
 

Public Comment 
Donald Winston, 9875 Cedar Grove Road – spoke about issues regarding large parties 
being held at a neighbor’s house.  He said there were parties held on Memorial Day 
weekend and 4th of July weekend, and the traffic and people standing in the road was so 
bad he would not  have been able to get out if there were an emergency.  He urged the 
city to take legal action against the property owner and said he may need to take legal 
action against the owner and the city if nothing is done. 
 
Danean Crawford, 5575 Cochran Mill Road (written comments read by City Attorney Rick 
Lindsey) – commented on issues concerning property lines, ordinances, fences and proper 
procedures.  Her mother is having an issue with a new neighbor who installed a border 
fence which encroached on her mother’s property and enclosed a shared pond.  She said 
the city needs to re-evaluate the ordinance regarding fences and property lines.  She sees 
a need for adequate procedures to protect the citizen and the city government from legal 
ramifications. 

 
Staff Reports 
Financial Update: City Manager Robbie Rokovitz 

Mr. Rokovitz reported on the financials as of June 29, 2020.  The city is 99 percent 
through the fiscal year.  Revenues are 103.8 percent not including the Fund Balance 
from the prior year, and there are still additional LOST and TSPLOST payments that 
have not yet been received.  General Fund expenditures are 71.3 percent, and total 
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expenditures are 68.6%.    
 
Fire Department Report: Greg Brett 

Chief Brett reported that call volume was down slightly for the month of June even 
though the department responded to four rescue incidents in Cochran Mill Park.  
There are a few Firefighters that have had to be quarantined due to COVID-19.  He 
gave current statistics on the increase of positive cases of COVID-19 in the county and 
state.  He also commented on the city’s relationship with Atlanta Department of 
Watershed Management.  He said when issues such as the recent boil water advisory 
occurs, the city is notified immediately and can push the information out to citizens 
quickly.  He also said the Department is responsive to issues caused by the flush 
systems. 
 

Police Department Report: Jim Little 
Chief Little reported that calls are down about 35 percent and there were no auto 
accidents in the city in the month of June.  Officer Queen is on the second phase of 
field training.  Part-time Officer Tony Brown resigned/retired.  There was a case of 
illegal dumping on Wilkerson Mill Road where a dump truck drove around barriers 
and dumped three truckloads of debris.  The driver was tracked down and has been 
charged.  Chief Little also addressed Mr. Winston’s issue with the parties on Cedar 
Grove Road.   
 

Public Works/Parks Report: Darold Wendlandt 
Mr. Wendlandt reported that business is back to normal on roads and that the parks 
continue to be well used.  He also reported that the John Deere tractor is currently 
inoperable and has been pulled out of service, leaving only the two New Holland tractors 
for right-of-way cutting. 
 

Community Development: Cheryl Brooks 
Ms. Brooks reported there were a total of nine building permits issued in June, with four of 
them for single family dwellings in Heatherwood Manor.  She gave an update on the 
Campbellton Master Plan.  There will be a Pop-up event in Campbellton on July 11th and a 
Virtual Workshop on July 16th.  The next Planning Commission meeting has been 
rescheduled to July 23rd.  Mado Paving has been completed, and the Imagine Festival 
permit has been declined due to a missed deadline and COVID-19 concerns. 

 
Public Hearing  

1. Item 20-015:  Public Hearing and Approval of Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) 
finding for proposed City Boat Ramp and parking lot at Campbellton Park, 8655 
Cochran Rd, Fairburn, GA 30213 under the Metropolitan River Protection Act (Georgia 
O.C.G.A. Section 12-5-440). The ARC finding is that the proposed project is consistent 
with the Plan. 

Parks Commission Chair Diana Wilson presented the item.  In December 2018, the city 
entered into an agreement with the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to build a 



These minutes are provided as a convenience and service to the public, media, and staff. It is not the intent to transcribe proceedings verbatim. Any 

reproduction of this summary must include this notice. Public comments are noted and heard by Council, but not quoted. This is an official record 

of the City of Chattahoochee Hills City Council Meeting proceedings. 

The City of Chattahoochee Hills Mayor and City Council encourage citizen participation in the government process. Should you 

by reason of a disability need a special accommodation or need accessibility information, please contact the City Clerk’s office 

at 770-463-8881. 

4 

 

 

 boat ramp at Campbellton Park at no cost to the city.  The DNR has been working on the 
many required permits for that last couple of years.  The Atlanta Regional Commission has 
reviewed and approved the plan, and if approved by Council, construction will start in two 
weeks. 
 
Mayor Reed opened the public hearing. 

 
There was no public comment. 
 
Mayor Reed closed the public hearing.   
 
Mayor Reed called for a motion on Item No. 20-015.  Councilmember Merrill made a 
motion to approve Item No. 20-015.   Councilmember Foster seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

Unfinished Business   
There was no unfinished business. 
 

New Business (continued) 
1. Item 20-016:  Approval of Concept Plan for Serenbe Farmettes Tract C. 
City Planner Cheryl Brooks presented the item.  The plan is for three five-acre lots on the 
east side of Watkins Road.  The three lots are outside the required HM district buffer and 
must follow the RL District requirements.  Both the Planning Commission and staff 
recommend approval. 
 
Mayor Reed called for a motion on Item No. 20-016.  Councilmember Schmidt made a 
motion to approve Item No. 20-016.   Councilmember Merrill seconded. The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
2. Item 20-017:  Approval of Automatic Aid Agreement with City of South Fulton Fire 

& Rescue. 
Fire Chief Greg Brett presented the item.  ISO recognizes the agreement as beneficial 
for homeowner’s insurance.  Legal counsel for both cities have approved the 
agreement. 
 
Mayor Reed called for a motion on Item No. 20-017.  Councilmember Merrill made a 
motion to approve Item No. 20-017.  Councilmember Schmidt seconded.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
3. Item 20-019:  Resolution appointing Historic Commission members. 
4. Item 20-020:  Resolution appointing Parks Commission members. 
5. Item 20-021:  Resolution appointing Planning Commission members.  
Mayor Reed presented Item No. 20-019, Item No. 20-020, and Item No. 20-021.  The 
members on the Parks Commission and Planning Commission will remain the same.  
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The members on the Historic Commission remain the same with the addition of Amber 
Lightsey and Gene Griffith.   
 
Mayor Reed called for a motion on Item No. 20-019, Item No. 20-020, and Item No. 20-
021.  Councilmember Schmidt made a motion to approve Item No. 20-019, Item No. 
20-020, and Item No. 20-021.  Councilmember Searle seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  

 
Mayor and Council Comments 

Councilmember Schmidt thanked Police Chief Little for what he was doing with the 
Cedar Grove party situation.  He said that he had a long conversation with the City 
Manager about the issue and had received a lot of calls over the weekend.  He also 
expressed concern about the damage to Wilkerson Mill Road being caused by trucks. 
He thanked Fire Chief Brett for his working with the City of South Fulton on the 
automatic aid agreement and said it was a good thing for the city.  He told the Council 
that he would like everyone to think about getting the two additional staff for Public 
Works/Parks and the additional parking fee kiosks for the parks.   
 
Councilmember Searle said instead of additional parking meters, they may want to 
consider the old fashion paper envelopes and drop box as back up. 
 
Councilmember Foster thanked the staff and Parks Commission members Diana 
Wilson and Tom Blum for their help with the District 1 Town Hall meeting.    
 
Councilmember Merrill said he was sad to see the numbers on the COVID-19 pandemic 
continue to grow.  Knowing that we now have firefighters and members of their 
families affected brings it closer to home.  He encouraged everyone to wear masks and 
practice social distancing.   
 
Mayor Reed thanked everyone for their flexibility on the decision to hold the meeting 
virtually.  He said that the reality is we are at a higher level now than when we shut 
down a few months ago.  He encouraged everyone to take the COVID-19 virus 
seriously and encouraged everyone to wear masks when around others and take care 
of themselves.  He also thanked the returning and new Commission members who are 
willing to step up and volunteer.  
 
Councilmember Searle asked if the recordings of the meetings could be posted on the 
website.  City Manager Robbie Rokovitz said he will post the recordings to the website 
but will have to delete them every thirty days or so due to storage capacity.  
 

Executive Session    
There was no Executive Session. 
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Adjourn Meeting   
Councilmember Merrill made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilmember 
Schmidt seconded. The motion passed unanimously, and the meeting adjourned at 
7:03 p.m. 

 
 

Approved this 4th day of August, 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dana Wicher, City Clerk Tom Reed, Mayor 


